DR. BHAGWAN DAS (1869-1958)

Dr. Bhagwan Das was a luminary of Varanasi. A Bharat—R&ma from
Banaras. Dr. Bhagwan Das was born in the city of Kashi on the 12" January
1869. After his education he joined government service as a Deputy Collector. He
came under the influence of Dr. Annie Basent and collaborated with her to
establish the Central Hindu College. After the 1895 split, he sided with
the Theosophical Society Adyar. Within that society, he was an opponent of Jiddu
Krishnamurti. When Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya wanted to set up
a Hindu University at Benaras, Bhagwan Das proposed to convert the Central
Hindu College as the Hindu University. As a consequence, the Central Hindu
College was adopted or converted into Kashi Hindu University in 1914. Later, on
the exhortation of Gandhiji, he set up the Kashi Vidyapeeth in 1921 and served as
its Vice-Chancellor from 1921 to 1940, In 1922, he won the municipality election
in Varanasi on a congress ticket and became the Chairman of the municipality. In
1935, he was elected as a member of the Central Legislative Council. He wrote

number of books, including, The Science of the Self, and the Ancient Psycho
synthesis versus Modern Psychoanalysis.
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BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY
CONVOCATION ADDRESS
BY

DR. BHAGAVAN DAS
ON DECEMBER 21", 1952

NE. Vice-Chancellor, learned members of the staff, kind visitors, and

especially, dear students, all those who are leaving and even more particularly
those who are staying on-

The call to address Convocation of this University has come to me rather
late. It has come to me from my dear friend, your Kulapati. I hope you realize that
this ancient word is much more significant, benevolent, and lovable than the new
word Vice-Chancellor. It means the Head, the Guardian, of a great Family and by

itself, tells you and the world at large, what the ancient ideal was, as to the
relation which should exist between teacher and taught.

I could not ignore the call. That it has come late has its disadvantages-
those of a mind tired by old age. But it has also perhaps the advantage that I have
witnessed enormous changes in the conditions of individual as well as social life
in India during my 84 years; conditions domestic, educational, economic,
political, recreational, legal and religious. I may, therefore, be able perhaps to

make some useful suggestions to you regarding the conduct of your life amidst
these new conditions.

I am speaking to you in English for a special reason. A cry has been raised
in several quarters that we should give up the use of English. Hindi is our National
Language, Rashtrabhasha, as declared in India’s new Constitution. We should
therefore, surely endeavour to encourage the use of it all over India gradually,
though without attempting in the least to force it on unwilling tongues. But we
have to regard English as important for us in the immediate next degree, and
indispensable even more. Our political, diplomatic and ambassadorial, economic
and commercial, educational and scientific and cultural relations with other
countries, our exchange of Good-will Missions and Professors and Students, our
exports and imports-all these depend entirely on English as our only means of
communication and correspondence with other countries. You know that India is a
member of UN.O. and U.N.E.S.C.O. and the Commonwealth of Nations. An

(259)



i ' Tribunal. The Vice-
i appointed to the International Hague fon
L o gy leI::]tJed Chairman of UN.E.S.C.O. a few weeks ago. Our

i ia was €
z?d§2;°;fll;?‘§e familiar with one of the three world languages of today, viz.,
es

i - h in order to keep abreast of Western progress in all
Euglh Frenctl‘l ,S?:!il:nig af:rsl}cll’ lllrils?;ry dccidespthat English is easiest for us. Yet
depa::tmi?ﬂési (t)hou h our. national language de jure, is very far yet from being such
3 HlnTl;e me%iium of communication, between our 29 State Governments,
f; fzzh other and with the Central Government, vurill have tf’ be Englisl? ‘for
many years yet. Also, quite obviously, we cannqt d1§pense with some dalh_es,
weeklies, monthlies, and scientific journals in English, in every State, side by side
with some in the State’s mother-tongue, for a very long time yet.

Our Universities have therefore to send out alumni, adequately equipped
with knowledge of English, who will supply the personnel needed to maintain and
to carry on these manifold relations and activities efficiently.

Study of English must therefore continue to be part of our general cultural
education.

2. VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

But side by side with such, must be given vocational technical education,
which is perhaps even more necessary. It has been amply recognized by the best
Western thinkers that ‘Science and Art are not for their own sake, but for the sake
of Life,” i.e., for promoting General Welfare and refining and enriching civilized
life. Indian tradition has always declared that the four classes into which all
Shastras, sciences, may be divided, subserve the four Ends of Life, Dharma,
Artha, Kama and Moksha. That Science, Art, Law, are grossly misused, is due to

the element of Evil in human nature which has to be diligently guarded against
always by us all.

. You have been studying one or more of the 25 subjects taught here, only
mourorder smﬁ pregare y?mself to take up bread winning occupation in keeping with
¥ es. Your life here has been comparatively carefree, and even joyous,

amidst pleasant surroundings. Your parents have maintained you here, perhaps in

some cases at ;
matiesatﬁ:;_m“ of much distress to themselves, going short of even

(260)



3. HONOR THE PARENTS

Be grateful to them, especially to the mother. The face of your moth
borne constantly in memory, w1‘ll act as a guardian angel and preserve you fr:xl;;
all those sins t0 which youth is so liable. For it will prevent you from doin
anything which. you would not like to be known by her. Our first law-giver Manﬁ
has given the highest place of honour to the mother and next after her to the father
and the teacher :

SYRAAT S Arart, Jrawin a5 far)
wed q g s, shdonfaRemy ||

The father exceeded the teacher a hundred times in the title to reverence:
put the mother exceeded the father a thousand times in that as well as in th(:,
quality of educator. Many men, whom the world regards as great, have declared

that whatever good or great work they may have done, was due to the inspiration
and guidance received from their mothers.

Jehovah gave ten commandments to Israel through Moses; one of them is
“Honor thy father and thy mother”. Christ repeated them. Allah, through
Muhammad, commanded Arabs, “Bil walidaini ehsana. Ali jannato tahata gadamil
umm”; Serve and revere your parents; heaven spreads out beneath the feet of
mothers everywhere’. If you are grateful to your parents, your children will be so
to you. If you honor your mother, you will honor all women. The greatest
Teachers and Lovers of Mankind have not only given these commandments to all
human being, old as well as young, but have put them in the forefront of their
injunctions. Therefore, | venture to repeat them to you, as they are apt to be
forgotten in modern conditions. The wisest and most helpful truths of Ethics are
the simplest and last unchanged, age after age; while complex laws, based on

expediencies of the moment, change decade after decade, or even month after
month.

4. DEFINITIONS OF CULTURE

Some one has defined culture as ‘knowing something of everything and
everything of something.’ Shorn of exaggeration, this is one-third of the whole
truth. Sound knowledge, especially of that kind which is to subserve your future
profession, is necessary; but equally necessary is right desire, right will, which
makes good and strong character, and lack of which ruins individuals, families,
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finally, even more necessary is the carrying out of these into
thout which the other two are barren. Knowledge, desire,

. n_these make up the whole life of men and nations. If they are good, nationg
action, esth are evil, they die. Wide-spread corruption and general rottenness.
prosper. If eg it unfortunately faced with in India today, and more or less iy
f,f:h‘,:}s,ovl‘:-ﬂve invariably preceded the downfall and death of nations apg

civilizations, throughout history.
5. PREPARATION FOR LIFE. BRAHMA-CHARYA.

Your carefree time will cease when you leave your Alma Mazer apd your
anxieties will begin. Prepare, while you are he.re; to meet those dlfﬁculugs. The
days of studentship are the days in which to })ulld up .good and healthy mind and
body. The ancient name for this first penpd c_)rdamed by Nature herself, is
Brahma-charya. Very full of valuable meaning is that word. ‘If you carry into
practice all that it implies, you will guarantee for yourselves, a hundred years of
life with health and strength of body and mind and ability to meet all difficulties
successfully. Veda says m—ng,ﬁ' g®Y:; and the Vedic Rishi prays or rather wills,
fidq RS U6, ¥IRG: U, @YY ¥NG: WA, We will live, and live
joyously, for a hundred years and even more.’

6. HONOR THE TEACHER. MEANING OF GURU-KULA.

While in statu pupillari, you should honor the teacher even more than
parents. For he gives you good and true knowledge, without which life is not
worth living, is only an animal’s life. If you honor your teacher, he will inevitably

love you and give you all the best that is in him; otherwise, he will not be able to
put his heart into his teaching. Veda enjoins:-

¥ FOTARTAT SuifagE fd~d Auaee |
@ 794 AR M) 9 9 7 gelcwansaE | |
‘He who imparts to you the knowledge which will enable you to achieve,

by-and-by, the supreme End of life, the realization of the Immortality of your

?oorltl:li,d;e %ha;d hinileven as your father and your mother; slight him not’. And it
student :- Yeacher to give knowledge to the unworthy, hostile, and flippant

el & & aremISTm TRy @ Arafere sgafke |
TRIPRISASIAR = 1 g difadt qom v ||

whole nations; aﬂd'
righteous action wi
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By mutual affection, teacher and taught both improve and refi

: T ne
other. The ancient Oname fpr University is Guru-Kula, the Family of the Tt‘,alch::'1 CE
indicates the feeling which should pervade the atmosphere of an educaﬁo;,al
institution. So too, the modern name 4/ma Mater. ‘Benign Mother’

7. LEARN HERE TEAM-WORK, CO-OPERATION, SELF-CONTROL.

Cultivate good habits of mind and body here, during your student days
They will last you throughout Life. Make good friends here. Friendship madeyh;
school and college last through life, because they are disinterested. Learn
diligently to control your passions and resist temptations. Ride your temper; as a
good horseman rides his horse; do not let it ride you and run away with you. The
play_ground is the place where to practice such control. There you should learn
teamwork, co-operation, and how to take defeat cheerfully and shake hands
smilingly with your opponent. One reads in the dailies now and then, of matches
being broken up because players fell out and attacked each other with hockey
sticks or crickets stumps, or fists and kicks. Learn from the English player how to
behave on the play-ground. Leam there to hold firmly in check the time-old inner
enemies of man, kama, krodha, lobha, moha, mada, matsara, lust, hate, greed, fear
pride, and jealousy. The unchecked growth of these was the direct cause of the
two world wars; and the nations have not learnt the lesson of them yet, and are,
therefore, heading towards a third and far worse. If you feel the surge of any one
of these, shut your eyes and think of the consequences of yielding; very soon you
will have conquered. And with each such victory you will be the stronger to resist
the next attack.

8. STUDY THE PROBLEMS THAT ARE HARASSING THE WORLD

Study the problems that are harassing our country today, and even the
whole world. Think out solutions with the help of your teachers and by cool-
headed discussions-not debates, de down and bateo, to heat but quiet discussions-
among yourselves, in your College Parliament. Remember the significance of the
word cool-headed: also that every question admits of two and opposite answers,
and that your opponent may be quite as sincere in his belief as you are in yours.
Our present rulers, chosen by ourselves, are trying to solve these problems with
the best intentions. They are making mistakes. We all do. It is to be hoped that
they will learn to correct those mistakes, as Lenin did in Russia, over and over
again. Our Professors should be able to help in the solution of our problems,
because of their dispassionate and disinterested special studies. Very few of our
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se of party-passions and private as well g5
. : ve to do so, becau
legislators are abo

class-interests.
Knowledge
legislative work.

of history is particularly useful for administrative ang

sfrra—guomE 3% WYIYEA |
e g g tred in the past-for history repeats itself, in
Sx;'pllar ;::1::1(;: s(i:;‘i’lz. O\f\;lrat measures were adopted by the then rulers?
br'oz.id i m::;ied, which failed? This knowledge would obviously be helpful.
Wthhhsuc:a (Raja-dharma Parva, Ch. 85), enjoins that the king's Council should
Mah?b a:t:a4 'brah.i'naﬂa vaidyas, 18 kSatriyas, 21 vaishyvas, 3 shudras, and one
cons so ially versed in history. First mentioned are four vaidvas. versed in the
p;m;g[o};;cand psychology of human beings, without sound knowledge of which
gognd legislation is impossible. Equally important is the last mepnoned. the suja,
deeply versed in Itihasa-Purana, and not less than 50‘ years of age, nature and
sober of judgment, benevolent, able to speak effectively'.
TeTTEgY du Tusel afmE |
el dvaiea Ava yEe garwR ||
areifred a0 ga uRife ae|
' | WA | |
Representation was vocational, not territorial as today; hence
comparatively few select and elect, good and wise, legislators were needed; and
not, as now, many hundreds, who can only create confusion and add greatly to the
waste of public funds, and help to make bad laws.

9. THE MOST PRESSING PROBLEMS.

_ The first and most pressing problem is that of Bread, today, as always;
Christ prayed "Give us this day, O Lord!, our daily bread". He meant Bread

Material as well as Bread Spiritual; for he also said "Man does not live by bread
alone", i.e. Material Bread. Veda also prays;

I Fr A deweiawr gftor: )
. 9 wEmR AR e @ 2R R g ()
bnnbord of Food! Give us Food, wholesome and strengthening. Bless him
poin gs it into us and to our four footed friends.' One of the holy names of
n Quran, is Ar-Razmq,_'Gwer of Bread' Mahabharata says:
AT W 6 aeRfie |
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'All human activities are ultimately motivated b '
meant by Loka-eshana, Upanishads add Vitta-eshana andyDl;;gsirté-:s?ma};gnir’
acquisitiveness OF desire for possessions, and sex or desire for spouse, Upanis:hc;ég
further say that these two are also only other forms of Lokaishana; they are hunger
for property and .hunger for spouse_and power; because only when craving for
food has been sansﬁed, the others arise and are possible to satisfy. The frequency
of hartals, strikes, in all departments of the public services, and in mills and
factories, is evidence of the urgency of the Bread Problem. They are all always for
higher wages i.e. more Bread, in ~the large.sense. All professions are greatly over-
crowded. Struggle for existence is becoming ever more bitter. Serious crimes, of
new sorts, by educated young men, are also mostly due to lack of suitable

Very closely connected with the Bread Problem is the Population Problem.
Family Planning is now seriously occupying the attention of our Central and
States Governments, and an International Conference on the subject was recently
held at Bombay, on 24th November and subsequent days, to discuss it, at which
over 400 delegates from 14 countries attended. The Vice-President of India
inaugurated it, and strongly advocated Planned Parenthood. The Prime Minister of
India sent a message saying that he was convinced that it was desirable to limit
the growth of population and that “our social and economic problems cannot be
solved until the population problem is tackled.” You should seriously consider the
subject also, together with your teachers. It is a very difficult problem, but not at
all hopeless of solution.

10. ANEW SOCIAL ORDER NEEDED. TWO GREAT MOVEMENTS

There is a feeling everywhere that a New Social Order is needed to solve
these and many other subsidiary problems which are harassing all mankind today.
But what that New Order should be, is very far from being agreed upon yet.

Two great movements of thought and corresponding action are observable
throughout the world. Psycho-analysis or New Psychology deals with Sex-
impulse. Socialism and Communism with Hunger and Property. They have
mnvaded India also, unavoidably, in modern conditions of press, wire and wirgless.
Now, economic or any other Equality, sameness which some people want is the
sheerest, myth and illusion. Even obviously there is none such anywhere. The
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§ carrying on this universe has not succeeded ip

. de and 1
which has ma do so?

o aking all equal; how can any man hope o o N

Mr. Wendell Wilkie, who toured wiFhout restriction In Russia in 1943 iy
his very informing book, One World, published in that same };eatl:, says that an
engineer ofa govemmental aeroplane factory (there are no prlvﬁa ¢ actories there)
told him that his salary was about ten times that of an average b}f)l’]‘il?d worker. Mr.
Wilkie asked, “I thought Communism meant equallty qf revt/ard. The reply was,
“Equality is no part in the present qonceptlop of Soczal?sm. From each according
to his capacities, to each according to his work’, is the slogan of Stalinist
Socialism. Only when we have achieved the Communnst p_hase of ‘d.evelopmem
will the slogan be changed to ‘From each accordmg.to his capacities, to each
according to his needs.’ And even then complete equality would not be necessary
or desirable”. This was what the engineer said. Trustworthy books and reports
published in dailies by Americans and Europeans who have traveled widely in
Russia, and by Russians who have escaped from Russia, also reports by honored
Indians who have visited some of the most important towns of Russia-all say that
there is no equality of possessions there, that circumstances have compelled the
Soviet to allow a limited amount of immovable and other private property, and an
unlimited amount of inheritable private monetary wealth, but all investible only in
Government securities.

Mystery

Ideal communism is to be found only in good joints families where the
able-bodied do all the hard work and the babies, the sick, the weak, are given all
they need, first; because in such families, as a poet has well said, “Joy is Duty and
Love is Law”. Such joint families break up as soon as selfish shirkers appear in
them who will take all they desire but do no hard work. If you want real equality
or sameness, you have it in pralaya-slumber. In deep sleep, ant and elephant, tiger
and deer,. beggar and emperor, all are perfectly equal. But as soon as they wake
up, each is d:fferent from every other. As the Sankhya aphorism puts it, “Samyain
Pralayah, Vaishamyam Srishtih”, Chaos is Sameness, ‘Cosmos is Diver,sity.’

11. EQUITABILITY POSSIBLE, NOT EQUALITY.
PROBLEM OF INCENTIVE

Briefly, i e S
poverty mustybf ?::LIILZ&N‘E’ Equitability, Yes, Extreme differences of wealth and
devastating Income taxes s a fact they are being reduced, indeed too much, by

s and Death duties and dozens of other taxes of many

kinds and ivati
sudden deprivations of property of India and also in Britain. But

(266)



.

. diccriminate nationalisat.iox.l of industries is ——
1l;glsi,nt Government 'of Bpm:n has begun del?ationalization of 8(1::3 rlfg;‘i':lg‘l;ttg:
which had b2F nationalized by the preceding Labour Government. Our Indiap

overnmert e o begu n gradual derationing and decontrol, Private enterprise
should be not only permitted but encouraged. Only it should be duly regulated and
proﬁteering prevented.

Official Kshattriya intelligence cannot do what private Vaishya enterpr;
can, The two types of mind differ. Neither can do the work of the othe); efﬁ;g:l?e

In this connection you should study carefully, with the help of your
professor, the psychological problem of the right incentive to good work. No
gains, 10 pains, is the indefeasible Law of Human Nature. Why should the hard
worker give his best according to his ability if he would get no more than the lazy
shirker. And why should the shirker work, if he, without it, could get all that the
worker got?

The same Human Nature has ordained that there are four main time-old
incentives to good work, viz., Honour, Power, Wealth, and Recreation;-also that
these correspond broadly to the four Varnas. Soviet Russia has adopted these
incentives, and whatever success it has achieved in any departments of the
National Life-and it has undoubtedly achieved much access in some-has been due
to such adoption.

12. HOW VARNA-ASHRAMA DHARMA SOLVES THESE PROBLEMS.

Let us see, now, how these problems were solved by the traditional
principles of our ancient Social Organisation.

We want a Society, a Samaja, organized into a State, a Rashtra, served by
a good Government, Shasaka-Mandala. It is now generally recognised that a
Government has two duties or functions, (1) Constituent i.e. maintaining law and
order, peace within its territory and defence against aggression from outside, i.e.,
Protection, in one word, and (2) Ministrant, or Promotion of General Welfare.
General Welfare means Education, Nourishment, and Help in every way needed.
The two functions may be put into four simple words-Teach, Guard, Feed, Serve.
These are the duties of every head of a family towards its younger members, and
also of a Government towards Society as a whole, which is and ought to be only a
great Family, Praja, Progeny. Teaching has to be carried out through the Learned
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workers, old name for which is Brahmanas, but which
hould be replaced, now: bY Shikshakas or Adhyapakas. since it no longer means
shoulc hould: Protection, through the Executive Professions, Magistracy, Police,
\;Ihlatt it Siz ﬁshaﬁri}’as or, better, Rakshakas; Nourishing, in the broad sense, by
m;z:nzryof. ti;e Commercial Professiogs, 1. Va-ishyas or Poshakas: and genera]
Help and Service through the Industrial Pr(.)fessmns, Manual workers or Shudras,
better, Sahayakas of Dharakas or Shramikas. Th.ese arfa the fqur great types,
demarcated by congenital temperament, and apptude, into which Nature has
divided Mankind. Soviet Russia, Communist China, _has the!n today. The very
many misfits, failures in life, frustrations, often causing suicides and insanities,
are due to the fact that persons are thrust by circumstances, created by unwise
governments and mismanaged and wrong education, or lack of suitable education,
into occupations which are not suited to their temperament and natural capacities.
In the west, they have realized this fact, and have begun appointing in schools and
colleges, career masters, versed in psychology, who find out, in various ways, the
natural, inclinations and capacities of each student, and advise him or her to study
suitable subjects, which will enable them to secure a suitable profession readily.
In olden days, this work was done in India by the Acharyas, teachers of the
Gurukula, who gave individual attention of each student, and were, all of them,
versed in psychology, Adhyatma-vidya, without which a brahmana is not a
brahmana-and the varna of each was decided by the Kula-pati, with the advice of
the teachers, at the Samavartana ceremony, corresponding to our convocation.

A arer Ai wirfa, fafraq d<ure,
Sareafa, aifa=n, |1 g, AISSRISHN |

.He declared that this student was fit for brahmana-work, this other for
kSha'.ctnya-.w(.,rk, thi?‘ for vaishya-work. This was his true jata i.e. varna; not the
:3?;1;;«3?: bZ tb ;rt hi Modern Russia and Japan can teach our educational
bsepise withg[ ;1 eil-ea, as to how to- teach and train young men and women in
employment readil ‘congenital aptitudes, and provide them with suitable

Y, 1n one or another of the hundreds of professions into which

the four main kinds of i e
dhiclds. of professions are sub divided. Thus is the bright side of their

Professions, Intellectual
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You and your teachers also, should bear in mind that by etym
 Arharya’ means ‘One who teaches more by his own good’ example )t'han b 010g¥l
. He should act the example of self-denial (within limits) and miseicon
gpirit and public service. =

Mﬂmﬁ'm |
TR, WO ISP, TR, A e

Even the naming of the four great classes of professions shows at once
what the sound Organisation of Society implies. We want and must have genuine
Brahmanas by worth, but not Brahmana-rajya, not sacerdotalism, no popery, no
theocracy, 1O pothi-shahl. We want Kshattriyas, but no Kshattriya-rajya, in’ the
sense of absolute monarchy or dictatorship even more absolute, no militarism and
imperialism, DO lathi-shahi, no bureaucracy. An Executive Head of the State and
the Government is indispensable. You may call him King or Emperor or President
of a Republic or Governor, or Prime Minister or Chief Minister if the President or
Governor is not allowed any real power by the Constitution. But he must be
advised and guided, and, if necessary, governed and compelled or even changed,
by competent good and wise ministers and legislators, carefully selected and
elected by duly instructed electors. So, too we must have Vaishyas but no
Vaishya-rajya, no unrestrained capitalism, no plutocracy, no thuili-shahi. Finally,
we must have Shudras, manual workers, well cared for, provided with all
necessaries, and also comforts as far as possible; but we must have no Shudra-
rijya, no proletarianism, no mobocracy, no hullad-shahi, which is the very worst
of all cracies and isms. All these four classes, representing Shastra-bala, Dhana-
Dhinya-bala, Shrama-bala should be closely knit together, inter-dependent, like
head, arms, trunk, legs, all equally indispensable, yet none should be allowed to
encroach upon the rights and duties of any other. As the great Vedic metaphor
says :

FRviisH JEardigyg, ug: oo |
. TG doH 4% AT UgHT Y@ FWAd ||
To see to this was the main duty of the Kshattriya-raja, his chief Dhar_.
W] W gf Pifyer, ade arggde|
quitaTTsn 9 Won eS|
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13. MEANING OF DHARMA

Dharma means that which dharati, holds together, binds together rights

d duties, and binds all human beings together into a rational society by the
an y

bonds of mutual rights-and-duties. The words Religion and Law have the same
on

: olication by etymology. Law and Religion are only aspects of the same thing
im
amli) both are meant by Dharma.

qﬂ“ﬂqﬂ#m@:ﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬁmﬂ

i only one ‘ism’, viz., extremism, we can reconcile all other
isms wliit‘::esgeb;pmeazs of Varnashramism. Do not run after catchjwords and
slogans. Think carefully. Remember that Satya, Truth, Truthfulnes, is the very
foundation of society. All dharma, all other' virtues, arise out of it, are but other
forms out of it. Even so Asatya, Falsehood, is .the source of all other vices and the
cause of disruption of society. Truthfulness, in thought, word, and deegi, breeds
trust all around, whence affection and co-operation and thence prosperity of al]
kinds. Per contra, the liar the dishonest person, creates the opposite of all this,
whence breaking-up of families, disintegration of society, and even death of
whole nations.

HTq Rd w_t ek, o R oaver wfa
W s qul I, 9@ wd gfifea |

Truth and truthfulness are the very seed and root of Religion, and Religion
has inspired the noblest and grandest works of all kinds of Fine Art, Epic Poetry,
Architecture, Sculpture, Painting, Music, in all dead as well as living
Civilisations, and Civilisations have died when their Religion decayed and failed
to hold them together in bonds of Truthful Righteousness and Duteousness.

14. SET GOOD EXAMPLE
It is for

- you to set the example of truthfulness in thought, word and deed,
w h‘;{l 15; the essence of gentlemanliness, to all around you, and thereby help in the
\égvm; :11;2 Country, which yet needs much uplifting, even after having found
to .

WS, as of these of_ all countries, .has become deplorably corrupt, whence all

cannot byt g imes. You all read newspapers and
:llb;::f; Oft'tethJS. Widespread sex-looseness, adultery, and alcoholism,
rotienmess, have always ended in the destruction of nations.

(270)



ve on your mind_s apd heafts therefore, that ag purity in d
giivi dual health, so purity in marriage ensures racial health, Sth is t(}lll:t soenmm
the life of future generations. Therefore think of it, not e

flippantly, :
but very seriously, even reverently. Our great Law-giver o ]p!) - Y, not cynically

gfafed: wfgaR: sfwn wafy gen
e Fffar o aenfes fastag)

“The progeny of blaljneles-s virtuous marriages is virtuous and noble. The
geny of vicious §inful mismatings are sinners and criminals. Therefore ;\void
such vicious mismatings.”
And set the example of Helpfulness.

Dailies have been reporting latterly that, in such and such a village, the
village folk, with the help of Fheir school-boys and school-masters, made a long
irrigation trench, or several miles of road, or constructed dam, in a small stream,
to help irrigation, or erected a school-house, by free volunteer labour, without any
help from district authorities or others, except needed implements of work, and
bricks and tiles. This Shramadana is the right spirit of self-help and deserves all
possible encouragement and imitation. In this University also, you can do

something to reduce illiteracy by teaching such boys as are unable to attend
school, in your holidays.

But remember that mere literacy is not education. An old very significant
verse says,

et Redax e [afa g |

Sakshara, literate, being inverted, become rakshasa, devil. An old Latin
proverb means the same, Demon est Dens inversus, ‘Satan is God inverted’. Lies
imitate truths. Therefore, while teaching others to read and write, each them also
to read that which will make-them good citizens not rowdy bullies.

16. DISCIPLINE AND CO-OPERATION INDISPENSABLE

Discipline, co-operation, steady hard work, are the secret of success. By
setting example of these, you will wipe out the bad name of rowdiness that has
latterly become attached to the students of these provinces. Stand together, by all
means, for good causes and to protect the weak, especially women, from lawless
aggressors; but do not band together to become lawless aggressor yourselves.
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‘s all living beings depend upon the air for their life, even so do all
ashramas depend upon the Grhastha for their existence. The good householder is
the parent of all ashramas; he gives to them all, s.ustenance as well as knowledge’.
Again when you become old and pass into the third stage of life, Vanaprastha, and
hand over the cares of the household, its duties and its rights, to your younger
generation, you will be able to do public service without remuneration. You will
be able to supply to the country what it needs very greatly, philanthropic, good,
and wise legislators and members of municipal and district boards possessed of
ripe experience; and then you will be able to really help the country to wise out
the bad-nami that has fallen upon our legislators, and members of elective bodies
generally. The ancient rule is ‘He who wishes well to all, who knows what is
conductive to the good of each, is ever trying to help, with thought, word, and
deed, not only some one particular class or section, but, all classes and sections of

the people, in just proportion, he alone deserves to be entrusted with the work of
making laws.’

Thus when you P
winning househol
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... Anumberof UP. Municipal Boards have been superseded, and their work
lt::“}ngmm on by Administrators appointed by Government. Among these is
inuiguesucﬁwl’sthe capital of U.P. and seat of its Government. All because of
many sor’ts(.1 Fore r;léltliozlg sl selfishness, embezzlements, dishonesties of
our people shoxgld 1 cal purposes, perhaps the greatest need of our country is that
i . eam to pull together, for petty private separate ends. As

individuals . £ Aher,
We may not be inferior to individuals of other countries. But a group
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generation, you will be able to do public service without remuneration. You will
be able to supply to the country what it needs very greatly, philanthropic, good,
and wise legislators and members of municipal and district boards possessed of
ripe experience; and then you will be able to really help the country to wise out
the bad-nami that has fallen upon our legislators, and members of elective bodies
generally. The ancient rule is ‘He who wishes well to all, who knows what is
conductive to the good of each, is ever trying to help, with thought, word, and
deed, not only some one particular class or section, but, all classes and sections of
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[ndians is far less efficient than a group of Europeans, We see all round, in our
of nmment Departments. University Councils. Municipal and District Boards
Gove ess Committees. Seva Samitis, and even Literary associations, that cver;r
Coiilgfbo dy is tom by cliques, intrigues, and dissensions of all sorts. Instead of
sufli i and raising one anqther. we binder and pull down. Our Universities
l:;ol;ld not only produce the right quality of men as individuals, but also give them
{he training which will enable them to work together for the common good of the
Moﬂwﬂand, Democracy can work sugc‘essfully only.w.c sink our individual
differences, and abide loyally by the decisions of the majority. Our Ministers have
et great schemes afoot. perhaps too great and too many all at once, for the
material betterment of our people: but the successful working of them depends

entirely upon the character. i.c.. the spiritual quality of these who have to carry
them out. You must bear that in mind always.

Finally, when you become 100 old for even unremunerated public service,
and pass into the fourth quarter of .life. from 75 to _100, as you undoubtedly will, if
you live good clean lives, you will become genuine Sanyasis, benevolent to all,
like grand fathers to children. radiating peace and go well all around : Tcaf>Teit
#xaT: , Yoga Sutra not false ones. hoarders of wealth and living impure lives. It
was in the papers, a few weeks back, that some Shankaracharya, chief of
sannyasis, had lost a box containing amount Rs.75,000/- worth of jewellery and
cash, which box was recovered also by his luck, (not good luck from the higher
point of view). Sannyasi means one who has given up all possessions.” What has
he to do with jewels and cash? Therefore, you will become genuine Sannyasis,
give spiritual advice to those who may come to you to ask for it in their distress,
and be as embodiments of God's blessing to all. Such was the ancient
Vamarsnrama Order; and the New Social Order that the world needs is that same,
revived and purified and modified as necessary to suit modern conditions. I am
giving you the advice which 1 have given to my grandsons, all of whom have
studied here. It may be mistaken here and there. Correct it with the help of your
¢lders and teachers and your own careful thinking. I behave they will tell you that
It is good on the whole. And, whatever else you may do or not do, cultivate the
habit of reverently praying to that Mysterious Power which has created you and
your surroundings, that Universal Mind of which your mind is an infinitesimal
ml’my that it may help you and your fellowmen and fellow women to find and

Litel upon the Right Path always. The ancient Guru taught Sandhyopasana to his
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s no foundation without Religion, that our Socig]

isation i on a few unshakable principles of Psychology, Adhyatma
Sygsglzgosegag?:e;hﬂosophy, BraMa-\(idya, in which all Religion culminates,
If you wish to know, and you ought as Hindus to know, what Sanatana Dharma
(miscalled Hinduism) really is, then read the Text—Boo_ks of that Dharma
published by the old Board of Trustees of the Central Hindu College, whose
Golden Jubilee was celebrated here five weeks ago.

My heart goes out to you in deepest sympathy, when I think of the
difficulties many of you will have to face before you find your bread-winning
occupation and proper place in the Social Whole. I therefore pray with all my
heart, in the solemn words of our great Aryan Mantra, that the Light of the
Spiritual Sun, whose brightest manifestation is our Visible Deity, the Physical
Sun, from whom we derive all our Light and Life-may the Light of that Spiritual
Sun illuminate your minds and inspire you with the power of will and wisdom
which will enable you to help and serve yourself your families, your society and
your country and so help to make our Swaraj, a real Swaraj, the reign and rule of,
not the selfish lower self but the philanthropic Higher Self, which has realized that
the same Life runs through All

Remember that Ethics ha

Kk k
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